
Jan Dibbets (b.1941)
Jan Dibbets was born in the Netherlands in 1941. A pioneer 
of conceptual art, he was one of the first artists to challenge 
traditional perceptions and representations of the photographic 
image. Exploring the illusory effects that could be created using 
a camera, his photo-constructs are derived from his native 
landscapes and seascapes, architectural interiors and tightly 
coiled sequences of photographs dropped onto modulated 
colour fields. His exhibition in the Dutch pavilion at the 1972 
Venice Biennale established his international reputation and 
in 1976 a major UK solo exhibition by Dibbets opened at the 
Scottish Arts Council Gallery, Edinburgh, before touring to 
England and Wales. His first American retrospective took place 
in 1987 beginning at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, 
New York, before travelling throughout the US and to Stedelijk 
in the Netherlands. Through his art and teaching, Dibbets has 
influenced generations of younger photographers. Alan Cristea 
Gallery is the artist’s exclusive UK representative. He currently 
lives and works in Amsterdam. 
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1982 	 Documenta VII, Kassel, Germany
1976	 Scottish Arts Council Gallery, Edinburgh: touring to 		
	 Arnolfini Gallery, Bristol; Chapter Arts Centre, Cardiff, 		
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